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We are very happy to present the second special issue of *EFSA journal* devoted to EFSA\'s fellowship programme (EU‐FORA). It brings together the activities of the second cycle of Fellows carried out at the hosting sites, i.e. those scientific institutions across the Member States that participate in the EU‐FORA network and devote time and energy to hosting the Fellows.

The technical reports in this issue are a testimony to the high‐level, hands‐on training that the Fellows received at their host institutions in the scientific fields associated with food safety risk assessment. Through the diversity of the projects covered in this second cycle, we have managed to match the scientific profiles of the Fellows to the work programme of the hosting sites, ensuring the efficient integration and contribution of the Fellows to the programmes.

In most cases, the work programmes presented here served not only as 'training' for the Fellows but also generated new knowledge in the area of risk assessment, as evidenced by the publication of articles in scientific Journals.

Particularly pleasing for this cycle was the participation of new hosting sites which extended further the network of organisations participating in EU‐FORA and contributed to the valuable networking opportunities between these organisations and EFSA.

In the last 2 years, the EU‐FORA programme has involved more than 200 individual scientists, 100 Member State Competent Organisations and EU Institutions in different roles, making it one of the most extended and successful networking exercises performed by EFSA.

We would like to thank everyone who was involved and contributed to this cycle of EU‐FORA and especially the Fellows and Supervisors for the dedication, enthusiasm, professionalism and engagement that they demonstrated throughout. In addition, we would like to extend our gratitude to the members of the EU‐FORA Programme Committee for its effective steering of the programme, the EFSA Management Team for supporting it and everyone involved in the training consortium for offering excellent training modules to the Fellows.
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